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oh, xiv. 15. If ye love Me, keep my Commandments. 
hap. XV, 14. Ye are my Friends, if ye ds whatſcrver I 


command you. 
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H E worthy Author of the following traf? was born at 
Barnſtable, about the Year 1669. From his early Youth 
he had very ſerious Thoughts and Inclinations, helped for- 
ward by the Inflructians of religious Parents, In bis 21/4 
Year he entered into the State of Marriage, ſet up the Worſhip 
of GOD in his Family, and ſoon after joined in full Communion 
with the Church there, of which he preved a great Ornament. 
In a brief Memorial of his Life, written with his own band 
for his private Uſe, I find him lamenting his early Formality, 
Hypocriſy and Vanity, his youth/ul Lujts, and after war di his 
Pride and tos earneſt Concern about the World: and adoring 
GOD in chaſtening him with Sickneſs in himſelf and Family, 
the Death of Children, the Loſs of temporal Subſlarice both by 
Are and Water, and many grievous Diſuppointments in thoſe 
earthly Things his Heart was ſet maſi upon ; whereby a ſerious 
R-gard of GOD, his Providence and eternal Things, was much 
preſerved, enlivened and promoted in him, He was a careful 
Obſerver and Imprever of the various Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence towards him; and he often ſet apart whole Days, for 
Faſting, Prayer, Reading, and Meditation, to revive his re- 
ligious Frames, and quicken his Devitions at ihe Table of the 
LORD. | 
Under conſiderable Diſadvanteges, bath in bis Education and 
May of Living, he by the remarkable Strength of his Genius 
Lend the Divine Bl:ſſing, made an xnuſual Pregreſs in the 
| Knnuledge of civil and eccleſiaſtical Matters, and particularly 
of the Law, in which he was for many Years a Pleader and 
then a judge. Hs» had a quick Apprabenſion, an acute Diſ- 
cernment, and a ready Speech, which joined with Piety and a 
Love of Juſlice and the Publick Good, made him very eminent 
and uſeful in his County, raiſed him to the Seat of Judicature* 
in it, where he had ſat abæut 16 Years, and in the chief Place 
about 14 Months before he died : And when he ſerved his 
Town as Repreſentative in the General Court, he made a con- 


a ſpicuous 
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 fpicuous Figures there, was one of the leading Members, ani 
greatly hanoured the People that ſent him. 

He died on Dec. 23. 1728. And fince his Deceaſe the fol. 
lowing Letter falling into my Hands, I cannot but join with thi 
D.ſire of his Friends to print it for the publick Good ; though 
he had deſigned it only for his near Relatives, and in a Prefay 
to it had enjoined them Secrecy & Confinement in the Peruſal of it 

It appears to be a familia: Letter to his Siſter, to be commu- 
nicated to ſume few others, compoſed without any Art or Ps. 
l:hment, expreſſing only the picus Defires and Concerns of hi 
ewn Heart for their Sruls Welfare ; and is therefore writin 
in a moſt natural, plain and eafy Stile; which in fuch thing 
as theſe, applies to the Heart alone, without diverting the Ima: 
gination with the Fliuers of Language. 

F.r my Part, I cannot but admire the agreeable and rar, 
Simplicity of the whele Compoſure. The Matter appears 1 
flu from the Heart of the Mriter. And I cannot doubt bu 
every pizus Reader will be greatly pleaſed with the excellent 
Viin of ſpiritual Experience and Reaſoning which runs thri 
it all; which {+ much ſavours of the Grace of the Goſpel, is|6 
like the primitrve Cbriſtian way of Writing, and fo eaſy 10 in. 
ter into th: Heart of the Reader. 

May the Poſte ity and other Relatives * Deceaſel 
happily ſeek and obtain both the Seals and Bleſſings of th 
everlaſting C.venant in their Generation : And may thi 
SPIRIT F CHRIST accompany this Perſwaſive, and mali 
it c ectual to thoſe that ſhall ſee and peruſe it. 


T. Prince. 
Bofton, Dec. 1, 17 30. 
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IK IK aloha ok on LENIN. 
A Perſwaſroe, &C. 
Dear Siſter, 


T is your good, and eſpecially the good of your 
I precious ſoul, which Iam much concerned for, 
and your living in the neg/e of what I cannot 

but ſuppoſe to be your duty, occaſions my ſetting my 
pen to paper at this time on ſo weighty a ſutyect, to 
communicate to you ſomething of my tho'ts concern- 
ing your duty, and intereſt ; and ſo far as it ſhall 
be agreeable ro God's will, I pray that he will by 


his ſpirit make you receive it as ſuch : And that 


which at this time quickeneth me to write on ſo im- 
portant a matter, who arm leſs than the leaſt of all 
ſaints, is the grievous neg/e# which I have obſerved in 
many perſons otherwiſe ſoberly inclined & of blame- 
leſs converſations among men, and I cannot but hope 
are really religious; but yet live in the ſhameful if 
not ſcandalous zegef? of making an ęxpreſs, publick 
and formal profeſſion of Chriſt, and taking his name on 
them, and ſo in the neglełt of the ſealmperdinances of the 
covenant of grace, viz. Baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper ; 
ordinances appointed by our glorious Redeemer for 
the good and comfort of his church, and expreſly en- 


Joined his followers. | 


I have often thought of this omiſſion in ſome 
who were nearly related to myſelf, after the fleſh : 
and have had many thoughts of what might be my 

| - ; duty 
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6 
duty towards my great Lord and Maſter, and their 
ſouls in that reſpect; but delaying of it, as is too 
common with men in matters of greateſt importance, 
I have loſt the opportunity irrecoverably with divers 
of them, who are gone to their long home: And 
tho' when I conſider their blameleſs life and their 
religion, eſpecially in the tormalities of it, ye and 
many tokens of true grace, and of vital piety that 
appeared in them, I cannot but hope well of them : 
Bur again, when I conſider the means they enjoyed 
and that they had Chriſt preached to them all their 
days, and were fully acquainted with their duty; it 
does ſomething damp thoſe hopes to think how they 
that do love our Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, can live in 
the known breach of any of his commandments : 
However, I would be far from judging the ſtate of 
the dead who are gone to give their account to their 
own maſter, where you and I muſt ſhortly appear ; 
but would remember that charity teacheth us to 
hope all things. | 
But my thus introducing what I ſhall ſay, is that 
I may the more effect the living, who muſt alſo die, 
and who are in danger of going away under as dark, 
if not darker,glowds than ſome others have done: 
| Now beloued, ihe thing that I centend for is, that 
all that live religiouſly, and would be accounted 
chriſtians, would walk in all the laws and erdinances 
of the Lord blameleſs, and conſider why ſuch do not 
come to the ſealing o#d;n:::ces of the goſpel, and an- 
ſroer ſome oljectiont which they ſeem to ſtay them- 
lelves upon in this neglect. 

| And here, I ſhall not go about to prove that 

| Chriſt hath inſtituted theſe ordinances of bapliſn 
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1 
and the Lord's ſupper, or that it is the duty of Chriſti- 


ans to obferve them; but for demonſtration of that, 
do refer you to Mr. Doolittle and Mr. Henry on the 


ſacrament, very worthy divines, who have plentifully 


proved that truth: Nor do I ſuppoſe the difficulty 
lies there, though it ſcemeth hard to conceive how 
thoſe that do really believe chis, can live from year 
to year in the neglect of theſe ordinances for them- 
ſelves and theirs : for Chriſt himſelf hath given 
us this rule to know our love to him, they that love 
me, ſaith he, will keep my commandments; ard for them 
to call him Lord and Maſter that do not do his will, 
out of their own mouths are they condemned ; and 
it is moſt certain, that he that willingly offends in 
one point is guilty of the whole law. But I fear 
the great hindrance is, that when perſons are invited 
to this goſpel feaſt, they do as they did of old, with 
one conſent begin to make excuſes, and as theirs was, ſo 
now they are not ready: And becauſe there is a 
preparatory work neceſſary in order to a right laying 
hold on the covenant, that is in theſe ordinances to 
be ſealed, and this they think they have not, and 
therefore dare not come, and fo ſatisfy themſelves be- 
cauſe they think, when they are ready they will come. 
I ſhall here only endeavour very briefly to ſhew 
the deficiency of ſuch excuſes, and the danger of reſting 
in them: For tho” it be an awful truth, that they 
who come to the Lord's table unworthily are in dan- 
ger of eating and drinking judgrr ent to themſelves, 
and is enough to deter preſumptuous finners ; yet 
it ſhould. not be any hindrance to true believers 
and therefore I would conſider what there is in this 
excuſe of anreadineſs, for perſons to bear themſelves 
upon. 
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upon. For indeed nothing will excuſe from ſin, 


but a pardon : How then ſhall one fin excuſe for 


another? For it is your fin if you are unprepared, 
and that ſin will not excuſe for your neglect ot what 
would otherwiſe be your preſei.t duty. 

But beto:e I do particularly anſwer the objections, 
that I may be the better underſtood I ſhall premiſe 
a few things: (1.) That he ordinances of baptiſm 
and the ſupper are inſtituted by Chr;ſt as ſeals of the 
covenant 3 ſor the confirmation and increaſing 
of the faith of believers. (2.) That none have a right 
to the ſeals of the covenart, but they who have a right 
to the thing ſealed. (3.) That none have or can claim 
any right to the covenant of grace but they who have 
the conditions of it, (4.) That the conditions of ihe 
covenant are ſaving graces.v1z. faith and repentance. 
(5.) That therefore /aving faith and repentance are 
neceſſary in order to a right participation of the ſeals 
of the covenant. (6.) That ho" they who have true 
grace are habitually prepared, yet for want of the ex- 
erciſe of grace may be actually unprepared. 

Now having premiſed theſe things, I would en- 
deavour to beat down the ſtrong holds of fin which 
I fear are forcified by thoſe excuſes b-tore mentioned, 
viz. That perſons dare not come and bring theirs to theſe 
ordinances becauſe they are not prepared, &c. 

Firſt then, let us conſider the language of this 
excuſe, which ſeems to be that you dare not come 
becauſe you have not faich and repentance ; that is, 


you have no right to the covenant of grace, becauſe 
you have no grace: A very certain, but a very ſo 


lemn truth indeed ! I pray conſider ſeriouſly whe» 
ther this be a ſtate to be at caſe in ! Can a _ 


5 
V be any excuſe for ſin ? A l ſt ate] for a 
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ſlate of in is a ſtate of wrath. He that believeth not 
is condemned already : and one would think none 
could reſt in the ſenſe of ſuch a condit.on one day, 
much leſs many days and years, as many ſcem to do 
in this excuſe to ſalve their neglect of duty; and if 
any perſons ſtay here until they can mend themſelves, 
they will finally periſh in a ſtate of ſin and wrath : 
And it is the firſt and next work of all ſuch to go to 
Chriſt the fountain for grace, that they may be re- 

enerated or begotten anew in him thro? the ſancti- 
2 of the ſpirit of grace; and a reſtleſs endea - 
vour herein would be a comfortable evidence that 
ſuch did believe what themſelves ſay, viz. That they 
are without grace : But truly, while this ſeems to 
be their refuge and the ſtrong hold that they flee 
uno, and ſeem to be at reſt in, it is to be feared that 
it's the ſtrong man armed that keeps the palace, and 
therefore all is in peace; and this peace muſt argue 
a great degree of hardnefs of heart and unſenſible- 
nels of the great worth of their immortal ſouls; for 

ow elſe could ſuch reſt and be content in a ſtate of 
de; th and the wrath of God abiding on them, ualeſs 
they have abundance of atheiſm in their hearts. 

But I hope better things of you for whom I in- 
tend theſe lines; but am jealous that Satan and your 
own deceitful hearts deceive you; and the reaſon 

hy you hold yourſelves excuſed from the Lord's 


table and bringing yours to b:ptiſm is not becauſe 


you conclude you have no grace, and ſo no part in the 
ovenant of grace, that is here to be ſealed, but ei- 


Ther becauſe you do not know that you have grace, 


or. fear you have not ſuch a meaſure of it as i need. 
B ful 
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thing more to render you amiable to Chriſt when youſſ 


hereof ; andeven then to be always ſtriving to walk 


4 0 

ful to prepare you for that holy duty; that either, 
(I.) The matter remains uncertain how the caſe is, 
and ſo you reſt with ſome ſecret content in this 
uncertainty, cheriſhing a hope in yourſelves that 
your ſtate may be good, and vet you may be ex. 
cuſed from theſe duties which you apprehend be. 
long to more tall chriſtians, and that many ate 
ſaved that never come to theſe ordinances, and tho 
you neglect them, yet you have ſo much good in you 
as that you hope to be ſaved tho? you ſhould die in 
this neglect, and ſo that yoa are fit to die and toe 
have communion with Chriſt in heaven before yu 
are fit to have communion with him and his church © 
in his ordinances on the earth. Or elſe, tl 
(2.) You think, though you hope you have grace N 
you have not ſuch a degree of goodneſs as you would 
have before you come; and fo would obtain ſome-E 
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come to him: and if this is what you bare yourſelves” 
upon, pray conſider whether it be not a refuge df 
lies prepared by the father of them. For that, 

1. It is your duty and the duty of all to come ani 
bring theirs to theſe ordinances reſpefively. For" 
Chriſt's command is without exception, go baptiz! 
all, and as oft as you eat this bread, viz. ſnewing it to 
be the duty of chriſtians to come and bring theirs 
to Bapti ſin, and for adult chriſtians often to partake ſt 
of the Lord's ſupper, and all are called to be chriſt-f* 
ans. God calls all men to repentance : ſo that, 2 
it was hinted before, the neglect of one duty cannot 
excuſe from another; and tho? it be perſons fir 
work to repent and get ſaving faith, yet they mull 
not reſt until they have ſome well-grounded hope 
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1 
in all the laws and ordinances. of the Lord blanſeleſfs. 


And truly there ſeemeth to be but liitle found ation 
to hi pe for their ſalvation who ſuppoſe themſelves 
to have grace enough to carry them to heaven, and 
yet have not grace enough to live up to the rules of 
chriſtanity on the earth: for it is but a black mark: 
on them that deſire no more grace than what will 
juſt ſerve to carry them to heaven; and there is al- 
ways great reaſon to ſuſpect the grace ot ſuch as 
counterfeit : for the nature of true grace is t aſpire 
after more grace, as new born babes to deſire more 
of the ſincere milk of the word that they may grow 
thereby. Where there is life there will be ſume mo- 
ion, and it the body be nat under the prevalency of 
ſome diſtemper, there will be an appetite to food 


End nouriſhmeat : ſo the foul that hath life and grace 


will be deſirous of growth,and when in a right trame 
will be defirous of ſpiritual food: And therefore to 

ait on Chriſt in every ordinance and to have the 
ſails af the ſoul ſpread in «very place where the gales 
df the ſpirit are wont to blow, who breatheth where 
and when he pleaf-th. 

2. Let ſuch conſider whether or uo they do not lie ſtill 
and are at eaſe in uncertainties about their ſtiritual con- 
dition, and hang between hope and fear about their good 
tate out of ſpiritual flath, becauſe they are loth to be at 
tbe coſt and pains of a ftrift trial and ſelf-examination. 
durely you would not do fo in matters af leſs in por- 
ance : for were your evidences for yaur inheritarices 
dn earth in douht and at uncertainty, you would not 


gullhbe ſo careleſs about them, but would be inquiring 


| 
75 de remedied: But alas, how doth the condition of 


In 


and adviſing what the danger was, and how it right 
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your precious ſouls lie at the greateſt hazard, and 


hardly one bour ſpent in a day, week, month or perhaps 
in a year to inquire into the evidences of its good 
ire Surely the children ot this world will riſe 
in judgment with, and condemn the children of the 
kingdom, being wiſer in this matter than they! This 
trying of ourſclves and daily examination is the in. 
diſp-nſible duty of chriſtians : examine yourſ-lves, 
try yourſelves : Know ye not that except Chriſt is 
in you, you are reprobates : And were this duty 
duly attended, this doubt might be pur out of 
doubt, viz. whether you have grace or not, and fo 
whether you are prepared for the ordinance of the 
Lord's ſupper or not: And ſurely if perſons upon 
a thorough trial found themſclyes habitually unpte- 
pa ed, they would not, nay if conſcience be not faſt 
aſl ep, they could not reſt in ſuch a ſtate ; For cer- 
tainly a graceleſs ſtate is a ſtare of wrath, and there- 
tore not to be reſted in; and if perſons on this trial 
find chat they have ſaving grace, then they will ex 
fily infer that the faith which is of the operation of 
God works by love, and teaching men to keep all. 
Chriſt's commandments, and that ſaving faith does 
certainly unite the ſoul to Chriſt, and he will make 
all his welcome unto him; if they will come and r 
fup with him, he will ſup with them, and fo their 
commun ion ſhall be with the Father and with the 
Son and with the Holy Ghoſt. But it is the great Þ/ 


qe ſi an of the grand enemy of ſouls to hold them 


hovering at uncertainties, and reſting in generals, 
while they know not where to fix, but incline them 
to hape all is well becauſe of their morality, honeſty 
and of their good works, and religious duties, which 

if 


3 
it may be they may excel in, and go beyond others 
in their zeal for many things. Now perſons make 
this their righteouſaeſs; and hence they do not ſee 
ſo much need of Chriſt, and of all coming from 
him, but hope he will make up what is wanting in 
them, and fo make light of neglecting thoſe ordi- 
nancrs hy which he hath promiſed to convey of him- 
ſelf o his. And it is to be feared that thouſands 
periſh here, reſting on their own righteoulneſs be- 
cauie of their blameleſs life among men and a form 
they have of religion, though that be imperfect as 
well as all their other righteouſneſs, while they live 
in the neglect of theſe ordinances : And thus a de- 


| ceived heart turneth them afide, and they periſh with 
Ja lie in their right hand: For however amiable per- 


ſons may be in their good works whether moral or 
religious or both, yet if they make them their righ- 
teoulnels, they will as certainly flay them, as the 
groſſ-it ſins. | But, 


3. Pray conſider ſeriouſly and examine impar- 


tally, whether one main reaſon be not becauſe you 
are unwilling to come under the bonds of the cove- 
nant, that is, have a ſecret diſlike of hclineſs and of 
ſtrict bonds unto it. Our hearts truly are deſpe- 


Frately wicked, and fo deceittul as that we cannot 


know them, and therefore we had need to labour 
that we may know as much as poſſible of them: 
ind the D vil (while the ſoul is on a wrong foun- 
dation) will not be wanting to keep all in peace; 
and h-nce we are perſwaded it is our modeſty and 
umility that we do not come to theſe ſealing ordi- 
ances, and bring us under the covenant : But let 


s take heed, for they that do truly love holineſs and 


the 
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the holy Jelus, will be willing to lay themſelves un- 
der the ſtrongeſt obligations thereto that poſſibly 
they can, and trom a fenſe of the inſtability ot their 
own hearts will ſee a neceſſity of it : And that never 
can be true humility or a chriſtian modeſty that or- 
dinarily prompts perſons to the neglect of duty; 
but true humility is a ſaving grace, and where there 
is one grace there is every grace of the Spirit: And 
as we have heard, where there is true grace, there is 
at leaſt an habitual preparedneſs tor this ordinance ; 
ſo that this is not the caſe, but there is reaſon to fear 
it is the former, viz: A ſecret diſlike of holineſs and 
of being under ſtrict bonds to it. 

4. Is it this that perſons would bear themſelves 
upon, that though they have comfortable hopes that 
they have the root ot the matter in them, viz. True 
Grace, yet they have not ſuch a mealure of it as is 


needful in order to their laying hold of the cove- 


nant for the ſealing ordinances ; let ſuch conſider 
what was premiſed, viz. That true grace is neceſſarj, 
and where this is even in the loweſt degree in adult 
perſons it does in fome mealure fir them for the or- 
dinance of the ſupper. They that are weak in the 
faith, receive ye, but not to doubtful diſputation.— 
So that I conceive where there is a grounded hope 
of true grace, though it be but as a grain of muſtard 


ſeed, and a competent knowledge, there ought to 


be no diſpute by others, nor themſelves,ahout their 
ſe to the covenant and the ſealing ordinances of 
: for here grace is nouriſhed, here grace 15 ſtrength- 


1 here it is encreaſed; and they who have the 
leaſt grace and have Knowledge, have the moſt need 


to come; and a true ſenſe of the weakneſs ot grace 
in the ſoul is a good preparatory for coming to the 


lupper : 
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ſupper : for they that come hither ſhould come 
hungring after grace; theſe are expreſly invited 
and where there is any true grace there will be a de- 
fire after more, eſpecially if there be a ſenſe of the 
weakneſs of it; and here ſuch are to come and open 
their mouths wide and they ſhall be filled: But it 
is no place for the full ſoul, for ſuch ſhall be ſent 
empty away ; but here poor ſouls under the ſenſe 
of the want of more grace ſhould come for it, for 
whether elſe ſhall we go ? With thee Lord are the 
words of eternal life | Or, 

5. Is it not becauſe you being ignorant of the 
righteouſneſs of God do go about to eſtabliſh your 
own, and think when you have made yourſelves 
better and have got ſomething to preſent Chriſt with, 
that is your own, which ſhall render you acceptable 
to him, then you will come to him ? It this legal 
preparation is the encreaſe of grace you mean; then 


"know it. this building muſt be all pulled down, and 


a new foundation laid in regeneration, whereby you 
muſt be brought off from your own bottom to build 
only on the rock Chriſt. 


But again, others they defer and ſay, ſhortly when 


they have a more convenient ſeaſon they will attend 


theſe things. But when Chriſt faith to-day, will 


Jou ſay to-morrow ? And do not perſons let ſlip 


their opportunities by theſe delays ? who knoweth 
what a to-morrow may bring forth? But this we 
do know, that time paſt cannot be recalled ; and 
he opportunity in ſome meaſure is paſt where per- 


Pons have lived in this neglect until their children 
Fre grown up to men's and women's ſtate, and they 


nave not brought them under the ſeals of the cove- 
nant 3 


16 
nant; for the time of their childhood was the only 
ſeaſon for their parents to do them this great kindneſs, 

But others would excuſe themſelves becauſe they 
ſee ſome that are of this communion walk not ag eably 
to their profeſſion, and fo are an offence unto them, 
for they do not ſee that they are the better for theſe 
ordinances, of than others who do not come up to 
them. And though it muſt be acknowledged, it is 
matter of lamentation that there is fo much occafion 
for any ſo to ſay; yet let ſuch take heed. For (1;) 
There is a wo pronounced againſt the world becauſe 
of offences,as well as againſt them by whom offences 
come: And the un ſuitable walk of ſome that are in 
church communion will not excuſe you from your 
duty, nor juſtify a ſeparation from the church. God 
hath ſet up his tabernacle with men, that is hit 
church, and men are invited to the goſpel feaſt; | 
which is chere held, and there is yet room in the] 
houſe or church: And tho? he was blamed that came 
without a wedding garment, yet we do not find that 
others were for coming with him. (2.) Here take 
heed of harſhly judging others. It is ſafeſt for. 
Chriſtians to be moſt at home in this: We do note 
know how much good they may get by theſe ordi -a 
nances: We cannot, nor do we pretend to know 
men's hearts: There may be very precious grainſ|'l 
under a great deal of chaff and 1ubbith ; and theyfat 
may have true grace, tho? they have their fins thatipe 
do eaſily beſet them, the which they ſhould watch de 
zwainſt, We read of ſom» who tho' their work 
155 be loſt, yet their ſouls ſhall be ſaved, becauſſſic 
their foundation is Chriſt. But however the ca 
ſtandeth with them, to be ſure the fault is not im mg 
ordinance 


y 


now 
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ordinances nor in him that inſtituted: them, and 
theretore they are not to be neglected on that ac- 
count; for let GOD be true tho? all men ſhould be 
lyars : But a church ſtate does not ſuppoſe perfect- 
jon in grate or good works, nor is it to be expected 
in ourfelves or others. 

Nor is aſſurance neceſſary in order thereunto: for 
if we have but a well grounded hope through grace 
that we fhall be ſaved, then we ſhould come to theſe 
ordinarices which our -glorious Redeemer hath ap- 
pointed for that end, to have our hope ſtrengthned 
and our graces more and more confirmed and en- 
creaſed: But once more, if it be only out of time- 
touſneſs that this grievous neglect doth ſo much pre- 
vail, it is no ways to be indulged: for we find the 
fearful and unbelieving are put together, and it 
ſeems to intimate to us that feartulneſs cometh from 
unbelief, which is a great goſpel ſin; and Chriſt's 
commands are always to be obeyed, and they are 
without exception; and God now calls all men every 
where to repent and believe, that is, the glorious 
God in theſe days of the goſpel calls all men to be 
chriſtians; andaif we would be ſuch; we muſt walk 


Jas ſuch, adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour; 


ind how can thoſe do that who do practically deny 


rainſithe doctrine of the ſacraments of the new reſtament, 
theylland ſo the ſeals of the covenant of grace? And I 
thatfþerſwade myſelf that there is none with us who will 

archÞ&eny but that baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper are of 


Wor 
caule 
- cal 


divine inſtitution, and that it is the duty of chriſtians 
o partake of theſe ſacraments; and they 2 
who live in the negle& of them, would be foth to 


in the accounted no chriſtians and be looked on (they 


ance 


C 
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and theirs) as heathen and publicans. Well then, 
chriſtians, you muſt acknowledge you live in the 
neglect of your known duty, which is the thing I 
contend for. 7 | | 

But intended brevity forbids my enlarging on 
theſe things; I ſhall only hint at a few things to 
ſhew the evil that is in, and followeth on the neglect 
of theſe ordinances. 

1. Hereby perſons do deſpiſe the love of out 
E Redee mer, in inſtituting theſe ordinances 
or the goo of his church, caſt contempt on his 


wiſdom as if there were more ado than needed, ot! 


that perſons might be and do well enough without 


theſe ordinances : Hereby they flight the authority 
of Chriſt who hath commanded theſe to be obſerved 
in his church until he come: Nay they do hereby} 
take the ready courſe and do ſtrike one ftroke to- 
wards pulling down the tabernacle of the Lord ot 


his church in the world ; for if all ſhould do the 
like, what would become of the church? And this 
would be but following their evil example, and hoy 
dangerous are ſuch examples ? Bur, 

2. Such as negle& theſe ordinagces do thereby 
wrong their own fouls and the fouls of their's. They 


wrong themſelves, in that hereby they are deprivedf 


of the benefit which they might expect to receive 
by theſe ordinances, that comfort, communion with 
Chriſt and confirmation in faith and hope which is 
here to be had; and hereby they neglect to lay them- 
ſelves under thoſe ſtrict ties and ſtrong obligations 
to a holy walk with God which all ought and have 


need to be under, that thereby the fleſh may be the 


more curbed and the tempter the more dien 


i. 07 | | 
And here I ſhall conſider Tg ſorts of perſons. (1.) 
Thoſe who have been baptiſed into the name of Je- 
ſus. (2.) Such as have not bren baptiſed, and ſo 
have not his name named upon them. 

(1.) Thoſe who have in intancy been brought to 
Chriſt according to his inſtitution. Surely theſe are 
under the bonds of the covenant : Good Sirs, what 
do you do? The vows of God are upon you; and 
if you were ſo profane that you would, yet you can- 
not ſhake them off. Your parents did in your in- 
fancy, while you knew not your right hand from 
your left, dedicate you to the Lord Jehovah : T hey 
gave you unto him, and he has taken you near to 
himſelf, and ſet his mark upon you, ſealed you to 
be his, and hereby you are laid under ſuch bonds to 
be the Lord's as all the world cannot free you frum : 
Well, will you now renounce theſe bonds and break 
them, or will you hear and underſtand the voice of 
God calling you to lay hold of this covenant ? You 
are of age to ſpeak for yourſelves, and you muſt 
ſtand or fall by your own choice, and the ſubject of 
It is no leſs than lite and death : One of theſe you 
muſt chooſe, and what more poſſibly could be done 
for you to oblige you to chooſe life than hath been 
done ? Your parents whilſt you were yet infants 
gave you up to God and his church : Chriſt took 
you, and called you his, and marked you for him- 
ſelf : Well, now you are come to ſay for your- 
ſelves, will you ſtrike hands and confirm the bargain, 
and lay hold on this covenant, and make it your 
own act, and give up yourſelves to this God, who 
hath been thus beforehand with you; or will you 
take part with the Devil againſt Him ? The one gd 
RE tne 
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the other you do, and you will do: Adviſe well 
with yourſelves, and determine which you will 
chooſe : There is no ſtanding neuter in this Caſe, 
nor will the being almaſt @ Chriſtian ſerve the turn; 
You muſt be altogetber tor Chriſt your Lord, and 
take him in all his offices, and ferve him in all his 
ordinances, and wait an him in every way of his 
appointment, as you have opportunity far it; other- 
wiſe you ſhall have none of him; he will he a Whole 
Chriſt, or no Chriſt ; and how dreadful will your 
caſe be, if you reject and; hreak this covenant, and 
notw:thſtanding renounce you Lord, and ſay, yoy 
will not have this man to rule over you! Surely if 
ſuch children of the kingdom be ſhut out, they 
ſtripes muſt be many: And theſe God hath known, 
and therefore will punifh above all the families of 
the earth, And you hereby wrong your children 
as well as your own ſouls ; and how will you be 
able to anſwer it to your great Lord and Maſter that, 
when he hath ordained that little children be bro't 
unto him, and he hath inclined your parents to 
bring you to him, and lay you under the bonds of 
the covenant ; that you ſhould be ſo careleſs of 
yours, as if the love and good will of your Lord in 
thus providing for your children were not worth the 
taking notice: of. And I do not fee how you that 
have png and yourſelves have been baptiſed, 
and yet not endeavour to obtain the ſame privilege 
for yours, can be excuſed from manifeſt flighting of 
what was done for you in your Infancy. Chriſt 
doth graciouſly ſay, ſuffer little children to come t 
me, for of ſuch is the kingdom of God; but you 
will not ſuffer yours to come in this ordinance. as 

| you | 
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ell Nyou yo dire come: Surely, you do not Jeal 
vill herein like tender Parents who care for the beſt 
e, Nood of their children; and ſhould any of them be 
n Taken away in their childhood, while through your 
ind Neglect they are unbaprized, it might juſtly cauſe 
his ery {ad reflections in you. It hath been my por, 
ion to bury ſome in infancy, and truly I have tho't 
would not for. a thouſand worlds, that they ſhould 
ave died out of the covenant : though I know that 
alvation is not certainly annexed to external privi- 
eges, nor are all ſaved that be baptized; yet I know 
he way of duty is neareſt the bleſſing, and that God 
s merciful, and hath declar'd, he never ſaid to the 
bei ouſe of Jacob, ſeek ye me in vain; and in this way 
wn, Ns well as others he commands us o ſeek him: And 
s of þs I look on it my great duty, fo it is my unſpeak a- 
Iren ple priviledge to get myſelt and to bring mine as 

be ear to God as poſſibly I can; and always the nearer 
hat, he better; and while we draw nigh to him, he bas 
rot pid he will draw nigh to us; and now we may and 
to ſught to believe he will tulfil to us the word in 
s of hich he hath cauſed us to hope: and it is in God's 
of n way that he is wont to command the bleſſing; 
d in Ind while I negle& my duty, with what confidence 
the Nan expect the bleſſing ? Surely the way in which 
that ſe are to draw nigh to God is obedience to his 
ſed, Pmmands: To obey is better than ſacrifice; and 
lege us is, to be diligent and conſtant in obſerving all 
gof Fhriſt's preſcriptions, and attending all his ordinances 
ariſt devery duty of his worſhip, to be as much as may 
e to ſe in the way of the ſpirit where he is wont to meet 
you Fith his and bleſs them, and then ſhall we not be 
>. as, Famed, when we have reſpect to all his command- 
you fents. But, (633: 


dance to theſe ſealing ordinances. For too man 


own. It is true, God hath not tied himſelf to an 


ſalvation in any other way than what he hath 4 


\ 


3 E 

(2:)'T ſhall add a word for thoſe that are ne 
baptiſed, and ſo are not bro't under the bonds of the 
covenant. For ſuch there be among us, and I fe: 
will be a great many more for want of a due atten 


there be in my obſervation who would be thoug 
good chriſtians, that live in the total neglect of thek 
ordinances, as if they had found a nearer way t 
heaven than that which Chriſt hath appointed. Bu 
let ſuch conſider he will not he divided; and what 
ever others may be, yet there is no foundation 1 
conclude that any are ſaved who out of contemp 
live in the neglect of, or diſobedience to one d 
Chriſt's commandments. Nor have we any reaſoi 
to expect ſalvation in any other way than what h 
hath appointed, and in which he hath promiſed t 
confer ſalvation. How can any pretend that th 
love Chriſt, and hope to be ſaved by him, and ye 
live in the maniteſt neglect, if not in the contemy 
of his inſtitutions ? Surely this is to caſt ſuch 

flections on the wiſdom and goodneſs of our Re 
deemer, as he will in no wiſe bare with; for ſuc 
do in their practice ſay, that Chrift hath made mon 
ado in appointing theſe ordinances in his churd 
than needs, or that their obedience and goodneſs if 
ſuch that Chtiſt will go out of his own way to ſavy 
them; which ſeemeth very far from reſting. 
Chriſt alone for ſalvation without any thing of the! 


particular way fo, but that he hath reſerved to hi | 
ſelf his own ſovereignty how he will convey I 
grace : But what reaſon have we to expect grace an 


pore 


* 
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zointed us to ſeek them in ? Whatever the glarious 
od can do, yet we have no reaſon to expect his 
Pleſſin g, but in the way of duty; and we may not 
Fick and chuſe, but muſt be univerſal in our obedi- 
nce. The name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower, the 
ighteous run into it and are ſafe; what is this 


nc 


na 
a zame of the Lord, but that whereby he maketh 
thefſhimſelf known? His . ordinances therefore are a 


rincipal part ot his name; and how is it then you 
Fiotteovs ones, that you want this character of juch, 
hat you do not flie to the hope ſet before you, that 
you may have ſtrong conſolation? Surely they 
Who run into this name will get it named on them, 
Ind they and theirs ſealed for him. Hence we may 
, that they who do not profeſs Chriſt before men, 
nd ſo bring themſelves and theirs under the bond 
f the covenant, do at leſt want one mark of the right - 
aus: and truly they that live and dye in their neg- 
ct. it ſeemeth to call their Foundation in queſtion ; 
or how do ſuch ſet their - ſhoulders to the work 
f Chriſt to uphold his church and intereſt in the 
vorld ? For if all ſhould do fo, the church would 
don be loft, and Chriſt's kingdom muſt languiſh 
nd die: and let not ſuch think they are excuſed 
decauſe they be not under ſuch covenant obligations 
s ſome others, for you are bound to obedience to 
fan hour great Lord and maſter ; and the leſs is already 
&, of0ne for you, the more you have to do, and there- 
Abe ore had need be up and doing, and the Lord is 
o anſ/ith the good. And are you under any diſadvan- 
pimſage thro* your parents neglect, let none of yours 
ey Mfave reaſon to make the ſame. complaint. Is not 
ce ane opportunity ſlipt with ſome of them already? 
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Are not they grown to years of difcretion without 
baprtifen ? Why it is then irrecoverably. gone out of 
your Hands; for che time of their childhood way 
the? Kaſdn fbr you to Have ſhewn your love to God, 
and regard to the fouls of your children, by bring: 
ing them under the bond of the covenant ; And 
fufely the time is coming, when God will call for 
his*faints that Have made a covenant with him by 
Weit | 
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Are nat they grown to years of diſcretion without 


baptiſen ? Why it is then irrecoverably. gone out of 
you for the time of their childhood was 
ine Kaſpn' fbr you to Have ſhewn your love to God, 
and regard to the fouls of your children, by bring: 
ing them under the bond of the covenant ; And 
Kindly the time is coming, when God will call for 
his feints that Have made a covenant with him by 
facrifiee. | 
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